Toward Information Fluency in the Liberal Arts
1. Introduction

An enduring value of a liberal arts institution is its ability to graduate individuals who are informed, knowledgeable and self-sufficient, able to collect and evaluate the information needed to make decisions, and able to present those decisions in a clear and convincing way.  Students must internalize the ability to work creatively in an increasingly information driven society.  The ACS Colleges must provide the framework to make information fluency an outcome of the liberal arts experience.

2. Defining Information Fluency
The liberal arts curriculum recognizes the importance of fostering critical thinking skills.  Quality of learning in such an environment is clearly related both to the quality of available information and to its proper application.  Recent initiatives, such as that of The Association of College and Research Libraries (ACRL), suggest that information literacy involves abilities to collect the information necessary to consider a problem or issue, to employ critical thinking skills in the evaluation and analysis of the information and its sources, to formulate logical conclusions, and to present conclusions in an appropriate and effective way.  Undoubtedly, facility with the capabilities of computing technology is central to this entire process in today’s world.  Thus, as the diagram below illustrates, information fluency may be envisioned as the optimal outcome when relevant computing skills are combined with information literacy and critical thinking skills.
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3. Achieving Information Fluency
The undergraduate experience should provide the foundation for the lifelong process of grappling with an ever-expanding body of knowledge and resources.  Information fluency will be an outcome for students only through making information issues a factor throughout the curriculum.  ACS recognizes that faculty commitment to the concept of information fluency is essential.  The goals of the ACS initiative in Information Fluency are to assist faculty and library and IT staff with their own information fluency, support and highlight individual initiatives in information fluency and encourage interdisciplinary and intercollegiate institutionalization of information fluency programs.  To this end, the ACS Information Fluency Task Forces provide these guidelines for information fluency standards and assessment for consideration by ACS member institutions.

4. Information Fluency Guidelines
As defined above, information fluency encompasses critical thinking skills, information literacy, and computer skills.  ACS institutions are experienced in fostering critical thinking skills.  ACRL has recently established the Information Literacy Competency Standards for Higher Education (Appendix I).  In general, these standards fall into the categories of preparation, access, evaluation, assimilation, presentation and ethical use of information.  The ACS Information Fluency Standards Task Force recommends the use of the ACRL framework as a starting point for defining and assessing information fluency initiatives on ACS campuses.  The Task Force also recognizes that each institution will deem different sets of computer skills as essential to the meeting the goals of information fluency.  Furthermore, many discipline-specific issues for advanced students are beyond the scope of these general guidelines and will require consideration by appropriate institutional and consortium groups.
5. Information Fluency Assessment

To be completed by the Assessment Task Force
