Planning at the Consortial and National Levels

NITLE is the National Institute for Technology and Liberal Education (www.nitle.org). 

The National Institute works with three regional technology centers to serve national liberal arts colleges supported by The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation. 

The NITLE Board has approved a national program for the support of GIS at the 81 members campuses, which includes institutions from the Associated Colleges of the South and other consortia. 

The five proposed elements of this “Five-Pronged Plan” are:

1. Continuing to educate faculty, librarians, IT staff, and administrators about

    GIS fundamentals and applications (e.g., the GIS Institute, a five-day

    training program which introduces basic concepts and software via

    lectures and hands-on tutorials);

2. Training GIS trainers to build up a cadre of experts, some of whom might

     serve as circuit riders;

3. Coordination of best practices on the campuses;

4. Building infrastructure: sharing datasets and projects, communication

    among GIS users;

5. Hiring a staff person at NITLE to coordinate these efforts and provide

    some level of support.

MITC,  the Midwest Instructional Technology Center, also held a GIS symposium February 8-9. (for agenda and presentations, see http://www.midwest-itc.org/Share/GIS.html) 

Input was sought from faculty, librarians and IT staff, and academic officers in the region who offered the following suggestions on how these elements might be implemented:
 
1.  A NITLE GIS communication corner, a place for publication of tips, student work, data examples,        assignments, best practices, possibly partnering with existing sites;


2. A GIS expert resident at NITLE (someone with hands-on expertise in all aspects of    GIS to provide coordination and leadership to the initiative);
3. Offer intermediate-level workshops proposed for summer 2004

4. Hold a conference on developing successful community partnerships


