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Welcome to Birmingham-Southern College’s 14th Annual Latin American Studies Symposium.  
This is my sixth year participating in the event but the first time as Conference Director, and I 
now have a greater appreciation of the efforts of my predecessor, Barbara Domcekova.  Presently 
on a much-deserved sabbatical, she made this the successful endeavor it is today.  Nationally 
recognized, the conference now has an established reputation for attracting the best and brightest 
student scholars in the broad and dynamic field of Latin American Studies.  More than 90 papers 
will be presented by students from nearly 40 different colleges and universities, and once again 
the Symposium has brought an esteemed and engaging speaker to the campus of Birmingham-
Southern.  Anthropologist Jeffrey H. Cohen of Ohio State University will be the Keynote 
Speaker.  He will help us understand how migration has been affecting sending communities in 
Mexico with his address, “Where Do They Go? ‘A Day Without a Mexican,’ A Perspective from 
South of the Border.”  A further contribution to the very salient topic of immigration will be 
made by Isabel Rubio of the Hispanic Interest Coalition of Alabama.  She will shed light on how 
migration has been impacting receiving communities in Alabama with her luncheon talk.   
 
Much goes into organizing an event such as this, and there are so many people to praise and 
thank.  Really, the conference would not be what it is today without the support of the member 
institutions of the Associated Colleges of the South.  Approximately one-third the conference 
participants come from ACS schools.  However, I must also recognize the School for 
International Training, which has encouraged so many students from across the country to 
participate.  Credit must also go to BSC’s Latin American Studies Committee, Friends of Latin 
America, Student Government Association, and Office of International Programs.  
 
Above all, this conference is about the student scholars and their research.  I very much look 
forward to learning from them. 
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THE 14TH ANNUAL  
LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES SYMPOSIUM  

 
BIRMINGHAM-SOUTHERN COLLEGE 

 
APRIL 7-8, 2006 

 
PROGRAM 

 
Note: All panel sessions will take place in Harbert Hall (HB), first floor: Stephens Conference 
Center (SCC), rooms A and B and the Auditorium.  The documentary films will be shown in the 
Norton Theatre, Norton Center. 
 
Friday, April 7, 2006 
 
8:00-8:30 AM    Registration/Coffee              (Harbert Lobby Area)    
 
8:35 AM          Welcome        (Auditorium) 
 
8:45-10:05 AM 
 
Session I            (Auditorium) 

Oye mi canto: Cultura y artes musicales y visuales 
Chair: Lizbeth Souza-Fuertes, Baylor University 

 
Arte y pobreza: Integración social a través de movimientos culturales, Betsy McCormick, 
School for International/Harvard College. 
 
Money Management and Marketing: The Jamaican Music Industry and Its Potential for 
Economic Strength, Emily Kunkle, School for International Training/Northeastern University. 
 
Que País é Esse: The Brazilianization of Rock Music, Carter Delloro, School for International 
Training/Pomona College. 
 

 
Session II                   (SCC-A) 

Migration Effects and Subaltern Communities I 
Chair: Jessica M. Ramos de Harthun, Birmingham-Southern College 

 
Los repatriados y desmovilizados de Nicaragua: ¿Bienvenidos u olvidados? Cate Johnston, 
Lehigh University. 
 
“El sueño chileno” de los inmigrantes peruanos, Kasey Schneider, School for International 
Training/Claremont McKenna College. 

 3



 
“Oi China!” En Ping and Other Chinese Immigrants in Salvador, Bahia, Kevin Shih, School for 
International Training/Claremont McKenna College. 
 
“Brasiguayos”: Conflictos y convivencia entre brasileños y paraguayos en Paraguay, Monica 
McDonough, School for International Training/Johns Hopkins University.  
 
Session III                   (SCC-B) 

Health Practices and Healing Cultures I 
Chair: Clinton K. Chamberlain, Trinity University 

 
Hispanic Women’s Health: A Majority in the Minority, Rebecca Scott, Franklin & Marshall 
College. 
 
Motherhood Among Hispanic Immigrant Women, Veronica Thomann, School for International 
Training/Washington University, St. Louis. 
 
Quando Perdemos Nossos Remedios, Perdemos Nossa Cultura: A Study on Health and Healing 
on Ilha de Maré, Yamnia Cortes, Williams College. 
 
La salud, el sector informal y la Chureca: La responsabilidad de la época de la ONG, Triveni 
DeFries, School for International Training/Columbia University. 
 
10:15-11:35 AM 
 
Session IV                                                        (Auditorium) 

Latin America and the World: Foreign Policy Myths, Realities, and Effects 
Chair: Vincent T. Gawronski, Birmingham-Southern College 

 
Soviet-Latin American Diplomacy and the Failure of their Relationship, J. Wiley Boone, 
Birmingham-Southern College. 
 
Media Failure during the Reagan Years in Cold War Latin America, Chris Brochyus, Tulane 
University. 
 
Reconciling Policy Aspirations with Political Reality, Eric Skog, Knox College. 
 
Media Bias or Low U.S. Foreign Policy Importance? Ryan Omenski, Birmingham-Southern 
College. 
 
Mexican Border Cities: How Identities Have Been Shaped by U.S. Policies, Jessica Bremner, 
Tulane University. 
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Session V                                                                                                                            (SCC-A) 
Encuentros indígenas 

Chair: Eric A. Vaccarella, University of Montevallo 
 
Rediscovering Columbus: The World is Round, After All, Nathan Thompson, Hendrix College. 
 
The Effects of Classical Music on Urubichá, Saleha Erdmann, School for International 
Training/St. Olaf College. 
 
Las fuerzas de la creación, Nathan Ennist, Emory University. 
                                           
El “otro” en México, Argentina y Cuba, Xóchitl Delgado, Hendrix College. 
                                                    
Session VI                                                                                                                            (SCC-B) 

Nicaraguan Challenges and Realities 
Chair: Justin Wolfe, Tulane University 

 
El movimiento comunal nicaragüense: Empoderando al pueblo con conciencia social, Chase 
Golding, School for International Training/Carleton College. 
 
One Swallow Does Not Make the Summer: The Legacy of the Sandinista Land Reform in Las 
Brisas, Jalapa, Nicaragua, Naomi Zeveloff, School for International Training/Colorado College. 
 
Educando al hombre nuevo: La pedagogía histórica y política del la cruzada nacional de 
alfabetización en Nicaragua, Kevin Young, School for International Training/Wesleyan 
University. 
 
Language and Identity: The Negotiation of Power and Identity in the RAAS, Nicole Anna Jurmo, 
School for University Training/New York University. 
 
Por la unidad y respeto de los periodistas nicaragüenses: La vida y muerte de María José 
Bravo, Marie-Gabrielle Dalmasso Schneck, School for International Training/McGill University. 
 
 
 
11:50 AM-1:35 PM                     Luncheon & Keynote Address      (Bruno Great Hall, Norton) 
 

Dr. Jeffrey H. Cohen 
Associate Professor of Anthropology 

Ohio State University 
“Where Do They Go? ‘A Day Without a Mexican,’  

A Perspective from South of the Border” 
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Una tierra de dos mundos: Los desalojos de la comunidad indígena Mbyá Guaraní “Tekoha 
Ñembiará” y la vuelta a su tierra ancestral, Emily Vasequez, School for International 
Training/University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill. 
 
El orgullo de la pertenencia: Community Museums and the Pride of Identity Ownership in 
México and the United States, Anita L. Fernández, Southwestern University. 
 
Session XIX                                                                                                                      (SCC-B) 

Así lo recuerdo: Literatura autobiográfica 
Chair: Janie Spencer, Birmingham-Southern College 

 
Índices, memoria y narración en Vivir para contarla de Gabriel García Márquez, Natalie 
Pavelock, Davidson College. 
 
Los lentes de la niñez: La cuentística de Elena Garro, Jordyn Griffin, Davidson College. 
 
Espacios liminales en los retablos: (Re)negociaciones de posicionalidades, performances y actos 
autobiográficos, Mark J. Agerton, Davidson College. 

 
La ventriloquía de Evita, Elizabeth Strachan, Davidson College. 
 

 
12:00-1:45 PM                                   Luncheon & Speaker               (Bruno Great Hall, Norton) 
 

Isabel Rubio 
Director 

Hispanic Interest Coalition of Alabama (¡HICA!) 
 
2:00-3:20 PM 
 
Associated Colleges of the South                                         (BSS Conference Room, Harbert 310)  
Discussion and Planning Session         
  
Session XX                                                         (Auditorium) 

Health Practices and Healing Cultures II 
Chair: Clinton K. Chamberlain, Trinity University 

 
Evolution of the BSC/UAB Medical Missionary Program, Thomas Fearn Garth, Jr., Birmingham-
Southern College. 
 
Dental Internship and Mission Trip to Honduras, Tommy McCain, Birmingham-Southern 
College. 
 
Diseases in the Bedroom: Syphilis and AIDS in Southern Cone History, Amber Lupin, Tulane 
University. 
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Victims of the U.S. Embargo: An Analysis of the Cuban Health System, Amy Lofton, Trinity 
University. 

 
Session XXI                                                                                                                         (SCC-A) 
 

Peoples’ Movements: Fighting Poverty and Affecting Social Change 
Chair: Genny D. Ballard, Centre College 

 
Constructing New Societies: Paulo Freire, Social Change, and Popular Education in 
Contemporary Contexts, Rebecca Tarlau, School for International Training/University of 
Michigan. 
 
El encuentro y el desencuentro: El aislamiento social de la población villera de la ciudad de 
Buenos Aires, Emily Mitchell-Eaton, School for International Training/Smith College. 
 
The Needs of the Marginalized: Documenting a Crisis Defined as Such by the Catadores de Lixo 
of Jangurussu, Jane Hudson, School for International Training/University of North Carolina, 
Chapel Hill. 
 
From Brasilia to the Promised Land: The Journey of the Landless Peoples’ Movement, Sarah 
Beth Wolters, Southwestern University.  
 
Bartolomé de las Casas to Evo Morales, Clinton Fluker, Morehouse College. 
 
Session XXII                                                                                                                        (SCC-B) 

Migration Effects and Subaltern Communities II 
Chair: Vincent T. Gawronski, Birmingham-Southern College 

 
NAFTA and Immigration: Revising the Guest Worker Program, Leonard D. Thomas, Centre 
College. 
 
The Brain Drain in Mexico and Argentina: A Comparative Study of Middle-Class University 
Students, Rachel Crouch, Illinois College. 
 
Hurricane Chasers, Wesley S. Hedden, Tulane University. 
 
Haitian Immigration into the Dominican Republic and the Political Reaction (1982-2006), David 
M. Janklow, Tulane University.  
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