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ACS Awarded $3.5 Million for
Environmental Postdoc Fellows

September 2008 marked a turning pointforthe ACSst anti ally enhance the host car
Environmental Initiative: we were awarded $3.5mil-c ur ri cul um, strengthening exi st
lion by the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation boardl plinary teaching in various fields. They should also

the biggest award this program has garnered since ithelp us widen horizons for research activities, and fa-
inception. At that time, we also changed the pro-  cilitate examination of new ways of teaching for new
grambés name. We want ed taodedtablsledfacultyat e t hat, al -
though the new grant focuses solely on academics, Moreover, it is hoped that the Postdoc program
ACS Environmental Programs has not lost its broadewill allow new PhDs to experience, and benefit from,
perspective. Besides faculty and curriculum developteaching and conducting research on a liberal arts
ment, we continue to recognize the urgency of campusa mp u s . Postdocsd fields wild. k
sustainability, co-curricular activities, student devel- therefore interaction with scholars of many disciplines
opment, international efforts, and campusommunity on their home campuses and at ACS workshops will
partnerships within an environmental context. There- enrich their intellectual development. Focusing re-
fore, the ACS Environmental Initiative is now offi- search and teaching to respond to current and pressing
cially known asACS Programs in Sustainability environmental concerns, postdocs will serve an in-
and the Environment (ACSPSE). creasing number of students interested in
The idea to seek funding for Envi- environmental studies and sustainable de-
ronmental Postdoc Fellows came from velopment.
our recognition that, while ACS insti- A significant element of the Environmental
tutions have successfully built environ Postdoc program is the provision for inten-
mental studies majors, minors, concer sive mentoring. Carefully selected mentors
trations, and programs throughout the consortium, are assigned to each Fellow to assist with personal and
we still have a long way to go. We understand that professional development. These mentors will con-
institutions cannot afford to study the environmentinst ructi vely evaluate Fell owsd t
isolation, but must also address a long list of ever  efforts, as well as their other accomplishments. He or
more pressing environmental issues in a collaborativeshe will meet regularly with the Fellow, observe class-
and interdisciplinary manner. Recognizing the need room teaching, and attend various seminars and con-
for a comprehensive community of scholars equippedsortial workshops with the new PhD, including man-
to do just that, ACS sought Mellon funding to create datory June workshops hosted by ACS (2010 and
24 new PhD positions in environmental studies acros2011).
the consortium. The fir st Agdinlwhielthe BnvirorfimentaPPoddoc/ellowsn -
mental Postdocs will be in place by fall 2009; the secProgram focuses strictly on academics, ACSPSE con-
ond group will begin teaching in fall 2011. Itishopedt i nues t o encourage and support
that by creating these tweyear teachingresearch po- the campuses and their surrounding communities. We
sitions, the Environmental Postdoctoral Fellow pro- are actively seeking funding in this vein. In addition,
gram will provide a strong boost to environmental ~ we are helping to organize a conference in September
initiatives at the institutions and in the consortium 2009 to bring folks together at Furman University,

between 2009 and 2018Vleet the new where they can be inspired by F
Fellows on page 2.) bounds in the realm of sustainability.You are in-

For ACS host institutions, the goal of the program vited to attend the conference! For more informa-
is to enrich the environmental faculty by adding tion, see page 8 of this publication, or register at

breadth and diversity to courses. Fellows should sub-www.colleges.org/enviro/workshops/2009/reqgistrationQ9.html
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Meet the New ACS Environmental Postdoctoral Fellows

The twelve new ACS Envi- ronmental studies coordina-chair Michael Galaty will
ronmental Postdoctoral Fel-tor and English professor  assist.
lows are officially onboard! Annie Ingram. Rollins College: Valerie

Information about their spe- Fyrman University: Peters (examining a Costa
cializations and educationalA m®1 i e Davi s R{canibic inypho®,below)e

below) finished her PhD in at the University of Georgia
June 2009 at Purdue Univerin August 2009. Her field is
is forestry and natural re- a specialization in environ-
in assessing sustainable lanchental studies professor
use practices using geo-  Barry Allen will mentor.
graphic information systems.
Political science professor
and Center for Sustainability
background, below, were  director Angela Halfacre will g
supplied by hiring campusesnmentor. r—
Centenary College of
Louisiana: John Davenport
(above) received his PhD in
2008 from the University of
Kentucky. His field is cul-
tural geography, with a spe-
cialization in the politics of
preEuropean settlement
restoration in the Ouachita
Forest. Dave
is English professor Jeanne
Hamming.

Centre College:Brett
Werner expects to finish his
PhD in August 2009 at the
University of Minnesota
(Twin Cities). His field is

—
.

A

N t Selanee: University of the
South:Daniel C. Carter
(below) earned his PhD in
2008 from the University of
Tennessee, Knoxville.
Carterdos fiel

Hendrix College: Jacques ence; he specializesiging

searching spatial locations, expects to complete her PhD

sity, West Lafayette. Her fielolopical wetland ecology, with

sources, with a specializatiomental restoration. Environ-

lllinois in 2008. Her field is

ecology, evolution and con-
servation biology, with a spe-
cialization in ecological fac-

tors associated with snake

predation of songbird nests.

Hut chins Sperryds
biology professor Max Taub.

Spelman CollegeShereitte

C. Stokes IV expects to finish
his PhD at Florida Agricul-
tural and Mechanical Univer-
sity in August 2009. His field

is Environmental Science,
with a concentration in Policy
& Risk Management. Envi-
ronmental science and studies
professor Victor Ibeanusi will
mentor.

Trinity University: Gregory

J. Hazleton completed his
PaD im 2008 mtdMashington a |
University, St. Louis. His

me

sScCi

Pollini received his PhD in case studies to better underfield is English and American

rhetoric and scientific & tech2007 from Cornell Universitystand the challenges of ruraliterature, with a specializa-

nical communication, with  His field is natural resourcegyrowth in Tennessee and
special interests in environ- policies and management, what role local, state, and
mental ethics, environmentalvith a specialization in deforfederal agencies play in the
history, ecocriticism, and  estation and slastndburn  process. K mentor is biol-
mathematical modeling of cultivation in Malagasy rain ogy professor Jon Evans.
environmental systems. Enf-r-or est s.-ment®re | | i ni 6 s co

lish professor Dan Manheimwill be politics and interna-
will mentor. tional relationprofessor lan

Davidson College: Julianne King and history professor /
Mills finished her PhD in JuljMlison Shutt. -
2009 at the Ohio State Uni- Millsaps College: éssica
versity. Her field is evolutionPiekielek finished her PhD at
ecology, and organismal biolhe University of Arizona in
ogy, with a specialization in May 2009. Her field is cul-
the effectiveness and afford&dral anthropology, with spe-
bility of extensive green roofsializations in environmental
in a tropical climate. Mills withnd applied anthropology. Southwestern University:
be mentored by a team comAnthropology professor Jinelle Hutchins Sperry
prised of economics profes-George Bey will act as pri- (above right) received her
sor David Martin and envi- mary mentor; department PhD at the University of

tion in ecocriticism and litera-
ture/science/environment.
German language and litera-
ture professor Heather Sulli-
van and biology professor
Kelly Lyons will act as men-
tors.

Washington and Lee Uni-

versity: Laura HenngStone

earned her PhD at the Uni-

versity of Alask&airbanks in

2008. Her field is sustainabil-

ity education, with specializa-

tions in placéased educa-

tion and community food

systems in interior Alaska.

Henry'St oneds mentor
biology professor Bill Hamil-

ton.( Except for Carteros,
from the internet.)
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Sout hwesternods

Southwestern University has
applied for LEED certification

(U.S. Green Building Council 8s

Leadership in Energy and Envi-
ronmental Design) for its newly
constructed Wilhelmina Cullen
Admissions Building (right).

Bob Mathis, associate vice presi-
dent for facilities and campus
services, says it is hoped the
building will achieve Gold

Level (meanwhile, the Center

for Lifelong Learning, currently
under construction, is also slated for LEED certification).

with dimmable fluorescent lights
and a soft white shade to provide
comfortable and adjustable work
space lighting.

Trees that had to be removed
during construction were re-
planted elsewhere on campus.
Cullen is surrounded by landscap-
ing that uses native plants, as well
as Buffalo grass and a small
amount of Bermuda grass. These
choices are expected to reduce
irrigation by 52%. Water use in the
building has been reduced through the use of low -flow

Building o0greend demonst r a toiesflusB valves, waterlessrinals, emdow tflow sink

sustainability, a commitment that has grown steadily in
recent years. Following
are some of the unique
features that make Cullen
ogreen. o
During the construction
process, instead of being

added to landfill, all con-

crete, cement, steel, wood,

and soil that could be re-
used or recycled was

separated out for that pur-

pose. The concrete foun-
dation for the building

was made from about 28%

recycled content, and the

steel is about 80% recy-
cled. Atleast 20% of new materials used in Cullen were
extracted and manufactured within 500 miles of the pro-
ject site, including the custom roof trusses (above left),
which remain exposed in the center of the building.

Cullen is expected to use nearly 40 percent less energy
than a typical building of the same size. Recessed door-

ways under Cull ends roofs
rior temperatures (right). Although the roof shingles
may look similar to those of other campus buildings,
they have a better o0Sol ar
the building to claim a LEED credit
for a cool roof to reduce
effect,d which can i mpact
mate and increase air pollution.

Skylights installed in the center of
Cullen provide daylight to occupants
in spaces without exterior windows
(above left). High performance sky-
light glass transmits only 9% solar
energy and 3% ultraviolet light. All
employees have custom table lamps

faucets and aerators. Lavatory faucets are touchfree and
solar-powered, eliminating the need for electrical power
or batteries.

The exterior wall system is designed to prevent mold
by denying it both a
food source (paper)
and moisture. The sys-
tem includes a paper-
less, mold-resistant
gypsum board, an air
barrier, and an ex-
truded polystyrene
rigid insulation. When
the foundation was
poured, a physical barrier was used to secure the build-
ing from termites, eliminating the need for chemical pes-
ticides. In addition, an integrated pest management pro-
gram was developed for Cullen; only approved chemi-
cals and methods are allowed for either inside or out-
side pest control.

Bamboo flooring in the lobby area is made from a rap-
idly renewable resource. Low -emission paints, coatings
and carpet were used throughout the building. On -going
phemicaliand eollgamtsalieces (sucb as eapy rooms anch t e -
microwave ovens) are located in enclosed rooms that
continuously exhaust to the outside, preventing fumes
Raenfehtezingttha buiddang dir saugpdyxOn éhe athlerl o wi n g

hand, other work spaces are sepa-
Oheat i sl arated only by low walls, allowing
mi cr oc | i -visual access and making these
spaces more usedfriendly (above
right). As should be obvious, Cul-
|l ends green features

of

onrgoing symbol of SU®s

ability efforts.

(Thanks to SUGs website
www.southwestern.edu/newsroom/
story.php?id=644. Photos by E. MacNabb)
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